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Editor’s note: We did not publish a June issue, and this
Thanksgiving edition was delayed to include breaking news
from the Rector and regarding the Rebuild Project. The next
edition will be published in late November.

FROM THE RECTOR
Jesus called to the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it.” (Mark 8:34-35)
Many of you have heard by now that I have accepted the
Bishop of Niagara’s appointment to be the Rector of St.
George’s Guelph, effective the 15th of November. And
even though the publication of our Thanksgiving
Newsletter was delayed a couple weeks, I still struggle to
find the right words to express my gratitude for the
incredible support and kindness you have extended to me
and my family over the past five and a half years. Because
every time I try to write something, I find the task
overwhelming.
There simply is not any way to adequately describe my
appreciation and thankfulness for your love, support,
encouragement, and trust over the years. We have done
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incredible ministry together; ministry that has been
surprising, challenging, and transformational for so many
people within the parish, the community, and the wider
world.
We went through a global pandemic together where we
created new rhythms and re-established our community in
new ways. We learned how to utilize Facebook and
YouTube to livestream our services, and Zoom conference
calls to meet and stay connected. We approved the largest
building project our church has seen in many
generations. We welcomed many new members to our
community, started new ministries, expanded our financial
reserves, and remained strong and faithful.
But most importantly, I want you to know that your
compassion, your generosity, your love and grace that you
freely extend to others will always remind me that God has
not given up on this world. You have created a community
here where everyone is embraced as a brother or sister in
Christ, where those who are suffering or grieving are
supported and reassured, where those who are lonely or
fighting despair are encouraged and prayed for, where those
who are poor and in need are taken care of and loved, and
where those who’ve lost heart and whose strength has
given out are lifted up and comforted.
As for what will happen here when I’m gone, an interim
priest will be appointed and a selection committee will be
formed to begin the search for a new rector. But I know,
without a doubt, that you’re going to be great. You’re going
to go to all sorts of new and exciting places. Because you
are the church, and the church has always been bigger than
one person.
We have had this beautiful relationship for five and a half
years, and it has been beautiful. And we will go through the
process of letting go and celebrating the incredible ministry
that we have shared together, so that we can embrace and
be open to this new life that is going to go on here. Besides,
in some sense, I will always be part of this community, and
to have known your love and support has made me a better
priest, a better father, and a better man.
And so my brothers and sisters, I extend my deepest thanks
to every one of you, and I pray, more than ever, that the
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peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and in
his son Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing of God
Almighty: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be amongst you and
remain with you, and those that you love, and those that
you should love, now and
forever. Amen.

Yours in Christ,
The Rev’d Victor Kischak
Pastor, Priest, & Rector

FROM THE WARDENS
Our Rebuild Project is continuing to be a long journey
through the wilderness, and at this point we would like to fill
you in on what's been happening and not happening. While
construction has not yet started, the reasons for our delays are
many and complex; building projects during this pandemic
period have become slower and far more complicated than
ever before. However, we have made progress and continue to
move forward with all aspects of fundraising, applications,
approvals, and ensuring our project remains financially
feasible.
It is important to joyously proclaim that we have been
overwhelmed by the generosity of our donors. To date, we
have pledges of $900,000 of which over one third has already
been received. We continue to follow up on any grant
opportunities that may be available. This evidence of your
generosity and faith in this project is humbling.
Since our last update to you all, Bill Green and his Rebuild
team have been working with the architects and the city on
our site plan and building permit application. The Wardens,
Rector, and members of the ReBuild Committee met with the
architect and general contractor on July 25th for the tender
review process. We were presented with a revised cost
estimate that was over budget and not acceptable to us. Since
that time there have been several follow up meetings, as is
typical for a project of this size and the current climate of the
construction industry. Our architect is working closely with
the general contractor on modifying our plans to save on
unnecessary costs while still not impacting the overall use of
the space.
On this point we wish to be clear. We could have given our
general contractor permission to move ahead back in July, but
we were not satisfied with the cost estimate, and we will never
jeopardize the financial viability of our parish. Our
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commitment to you is that we will do all that we can to ensure
that this project meets our design objectives while respecting
our budget so that we remain good stewards of the financial
resources and trust you have placed with us.
Recently, a letter was submitted to the City of Waterloo to
request a waiver of the cash in lieu of parkland dedication fees
with respect to the 9.1.3, Parkland Dedication By- Law. These
parkland dedication fees would have cost us an additional
$150,000. However, Bill Green has been a tremendous
advocate on our behalf, and we are pleased to report that just
this week the City has waived the fee.
We were also recently notified that Allen Square, the building
at the corner of King and Allen, was sold and the new owners
have given us the required one-year notice that they are not
interested in maintaining the parking lot rental contract with
us. We are now working on gathering information about
potential new tenants and possible lease opportunities to
better inform a strategy for our parking lot fund.
We are aiming to have our building permit issued by
December 2022. However, our architect and general
contractor have advised us not to begin construction during
the winter, so that places our current timeline to begin
construction in early spring 2023.
This will allow us time to complete a new tender process as
well as give the contractor time to order and/or reserve long
lead-time building materials.
We will provide you with another update in December after
the architect and general contractor have presented the new
tender bids from the sub-trades and discussed our next steps.
Considering that the world was thrown into complete chaos in
March of 2020 and remained that way for well over two years,
our setbacks have remained relatively manageable. The lights
are still on with a roof over our sanctuary and our parish
community is continuing to find ways to connect and grow
both physically and spiritually. Our faith remains strong, and
we will continue to grow as we work together towards our
goal of an open and welcoming community for all at the
Church of the Holy Saviour.
Your continued prayers for the Wardens, Rebuild Committee,
Parish Council and our entire parish community as we forge
our way through this wilderness are very much appreciated.

Father Victor’s announcement that he is leaving Holy
Saviour was a surprise and shock to many and has left
people wondering what happens next.
Our deanery archdeacon, The Ven. Megan Collings-Moore,
has already reached out to the four wardens and we will be
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meeting with her on November 2nd to discuss an interim
priest. The process of selecting a new incumbent cannot
start until after November 14th, Victor’s last day.
When our previous priests announced they were leaving,
people were upset and concerned. How could we possibly
replace this wonderful faith leader? But each time we have,
and each time with someone who had their own special
gifts. And each time our parish has loved and embraced
them.
Please have every confidence that the Wardens and the
Selection Committee will listen to our church family, hear
their needs, and prayerfully discern the right person to lead
us in our faith journey.
Meanwhile, please mark November 13th in your calendars
as Victor’s last Sunday. We will have a lunch reception to
say farewell to him.
Steve Moore, People’s Warden
Tricia Siemens, Rector’s Warden
Brent Hatcher, Deputy Rector’s Warden
Krista Parsons, Deputy People’s Warden

MEET BROOKE SKELTON
How would you feel if you found out, in your sixties, that you
were adopted? Think about it. That’s exactly what happened
to Brooke Skelton a few years ago. Brooke is a certified
genealogist; she of course was willing to have her DNA tested
(a simple saliva swab sent to Ancestry’s lab in Ireland). She
had done it in late 2017 and the results, in terms of ethnicities
in her DNA, were not surprising. From her research she knew
that her paternal ancestors were United Empire Loyalists, who
had come to Massachusetts in the 1620s. But, with more
participants adding to Ancestry’s DNA database, she got an
updated report which showed that she shared DNA with
another Ancestry user whom she had not previously known
about. And this person was a direct relative (an uncle, aunt or
grandparent, or a half-sibling).
I met with Brooke and her husband Michael in late September
in their Beechwood home, decorated with indigenous carvings
and artwork. They met at Wilfrid Laurier University (known
then as Waterloo Lutheran U.) have been members of Holy
Saviour since the 1980s. Michael was twice a warden during
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The Ven. Dennis Hayden’s tenure, and Brooke serves on the
altar guild and has served as vestry clerk.
So, what
do you do
with such
news that
overturns
all you
have
known
about your
family of origin? Sharing DNA is a patchy endeavour; you
have no control over which of your relatives has “listed” their
results. So in 2018, she requested her long-form birth
certificate from Manitoba. Again, no clues. But when a first
cousin’s DNA bore no overlap with Brooke’s DNA, she knew
that the mystery was real. Out of the blue Brooke was
contacted, via Ancestry, by a man in Alberta who thought they
might be half-siblings. She corresponded by email with him,
wondering why, in all her genealogy work, his name had not
appeared. He told her that his mother, before she met his
father, had had a child out of wedlock. When Brooke opened
this email early that morning, she called Michael to come see.
The message showed a birth date 27 July, 1949 - same as hers,
and then the location (Winnipeg) and … she and Michael
realized this baby, given up for adoption, was her!
To say that Brooke felt gob-smacked would be an
understatement. Her parents had both died in the 1980’s and
her only sibling, a brother seven years older than her, had no
idea that their mother had not borne them both. Brooke, ever
the serious genealogist, began digging into names and dates,
given by her half-brother, who told her that her birth mother
had married and had three more children. Subsequent research
found her birth father also later married and had five more
daughters. And the coincidences started to pile up: her birth
father (a fighter pilot) and his two brothers had all been in the
Air Force in WW2, her adoptive father served in the Artillery.
She learned that the adoption had taken place in Winnipeg just
20 days after she was born. Her parents were living in the
hamlet of Treesbank, Manitoba just before moving to
Brandon, and traveled to Winnipeg by train to fetch their
child.
For any of us, knowing our parents’ and grandparents’ medical
histories can provide crucial clues for our own health. Brooke
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Editor’s contest: Which photo is Brooke’s birth mother?
Send your answer to Erion.Chuck@Gmail.com. The answer
will be published in Keeping in Touch, November 4th.

name to the orphan. I asked if she was angry with her parents
for never telling her. No, she replied, though she wishes they
were still alive to ask about it. She has been blessed with
wonderful parents and extended family. At age four she
contracted polio, before the Salk vaccine was available, but
credits her mother who massaged her legs with retaining her
ability to walk.
went to her family doctor to share this news. “He was literally
back-spacing my family history and rewriting it as I spoke,”
she told me. She contacted the adoption records branch of the
Manitoba government (fortunately, Manitoba’s rules around
adoption disclosure are fairly liberal). But one rule requires
that names of birth parents be withheld until their 100th
birthday has passed. But Brooke had her birth mother’s name
from her half-brother and had already located online her birth
dad’s obituary and found the graveyard where he and his
brothers are buried! The adoption specialist had to admit her
information was correct.

She graduated from high school in Brandon and lived at home
during university there. Then she went off to UofT for Library
Science, graduating in 1972. Her first job was at WLU library
where Michael was working part-time as an undergrad. He did
a one-year grad program in library science at Western, then
returned to work for Cambridge Public Library before being
hired back at WLU. He grew up in Corunna, a small town
near Sarnia, as the youngest of four siblings. The other three
were all adopted, so he was far from shocked when Brooke’s
birth story came to light.

Her half-sibling told her that their mother had tried to find
out more about where her daughter had been adopted, and
was told that she was “in a good home, with teachers for
parents.” He also said, sadly, that both he and their mother
placed a message in the Winnipeg Free Press every year on
Brooke’s birthday, hoping she would see it. However, it was
under her birth name and, if read, would not have been
recognized.

Brooke and Michael have two sons: Brad born in 1981 and
Geoff in ’84. They were part of Holy Saviour’s Sunday School
and both attended Huron Church Camp. Geoff worked there,
rising to be assistant director in his final summer. Geoff
studied medicine in Calgary; he and his wife are both doctors
in Sault Ste. Marie. They have two daughters, age six and
seven. Brad lives in KW and works as a staff trainer for
Loblaw’s huge warehouse on Maple Grove Rd.

Brooke has spent her whole life knowing she had one brother;
now she also has eight half-siblings! She has connected to one
half-sister, in addition to the half-brother, so far. She respects
that some of them will choose not to connect. She and
Michael took a road trip this summer to visit their son’s family
in the Sault, a sister of Michael’s in Kenora, then on to her
brothers and other relatives in Alberta. The brother she grew
up with has been very supportive all through this experience;
he made it clear from the start that nothing could change his
love for her.

Brooke was active in the United Church growing up in
Brandon, where her father was the church school
superintendent. He also was the CO in the local Armory after
the war. When Brooke and Michael got married, she became
Anglican. Michael’s family was very involved in their Anglican
Church in Corunna. His father was a warden and lay reader
for many years. He died when Michael was in first year at
WLU. He and Brooke tried various parishes including St.
John’s and All Saints before joining Holy Saviour. Michael,
like his wife, has been busy with his family’s history in
retirement. Currently he is transcribing the hundreds of letters
his parents wrote to each other during WW2.

Brooke reflects on this story from a trusting faith, believing
that things happen when they are supposed to. She regards
adoption as a Biblically ordained act of caring, providing a
HolySaviour.ca
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The three of us discussed adoption at some length. Brooke’s
genealogical research has uncovered many “premature” firstborn children, evidence that some weddings were hurried to
legitimize what would’ve been an out of wedlock birth. In her
case, her parents did not marry; giving her up for adoption
was the route they chose. But why did the parents who raised
her never tell her she was adopted? She can only surmise that
it was to keep her from the teasing and bullying that too often
was directed at adoptees. Hers is a story of a happy and loving
environment, but not all adoptions work out so well (e.g., the
Sixties Scoop of indigenous children). When she went through
her parents’ papers after they died, there was no trace of her
being adopted. If not for the new technology for widespread
testing of DNA, Brooke may never have heard from her halfbrother or learned of her original story. Bottom line is she
feels deeply loved by the family she grew up in, and now by
some of the extended family she came from. As her brother
said, we are all loved, regardless of our birth stories.

The choir participated in the wonderful memorial service for Joy
Prittie on October 1st, which was standing room only. It was a
great send off for a great woman.
We had our first Evensong of the fall this past Sunday with The
Ven. Neil Carver presiding. It was quite a crowd for a service in
memory of Queen Elizabeth with a great variety of music.
For our semi-regular Evensong in November, we are going to
have it a week later on November 27th, which is first Sunday of
Advent. Instead of Evensong, we will be having a service of
Advent Lessons and Carols at 4 pm. It is slightly alarming to
be talking about Advent already but there is so much wonderful
Advent and Christmas music to look forward to. We will also
have a service of Nine Lessons and Carols on Fourth Advent
(December 18th) as the 10:00 am service.
Come and join us as we move through
All Saints and the Reign of Christ into
Advent and Christmas and look
forward to the wondrous mystery of
Christ’s birth.

WE PRAY FOR
Our shut ins:
Dorothy Gilbert, Shirley McHugh,
Bernice Hodgson, Arleighn Cook, Pat
Barry, Ken Burn, Pat Fryer, Veva Riley
Recently baptized:
Georgia Seegmiller (June 4th), Mya
Brown (July 9th), Arthur Townshend
(Sept 18th)
Those recently deceased:
Judy Perkes, David Simpson, George Mervyn
Recently married:
Mary Walton and Andrew MacCormack (Sept 10th),
Emma McKillop and Matthew D'Agostino (Sept 17th)

CHORAL MUSINGS
Well, much has happened at Holy Saviour this fall. The choir has
come back to full strength and regularly fills the choir stalls to
capacity. That is truly a beautiful sight and sound, given the last
few years.
We have welcomed EJ Fleming and Spencer Sweet back as our
choral scholars and are also delighted to have three of our former
scholars still singing in the soprano section.

HolySaviour.ca

Jeff Enns, Organist and Music Director

A CALL FOR STEM CELL DONORS
Susan Janke is a cancer survivor thanks to a stem cell donor. She was
profiled in these pages in 2019.
Most of us are familiar with the
frequent requests for blood and organ
donors. Not so many people are
aware of the very great need for adults
to register in the stem cell donor
program. A recent interview with
Dominic LeBlanc, a member of
parliament, highlighted the need for stem cell donors.
LeBlanc was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and
required a lifesaving stem cell transplant. He required an
unrelated donor, as no family member was a match for him. His
donor turned out to be a young German man, and the article
discussed the experience of a stem cell transplant and the
subsequent meeting of LeBlanc and his donor.
Canadian Blood Services and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
of Canada provide information on how to register as a potential
stem cell donor. It is a very simple process, in which a saliva test
is provided to the donor registry. Over 155,000 Canadians are
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affected every year by a blood cancer. A stem cell transplant is
often needed in order to achieve a remission/cure. Donors must
be between the ages of 17 and 35, although in the case of a
sibling being a match, the age can be older. If a sibling is not a
match, which was the case for LeBlanc and for myself, a person’s
medical team must go to the global donor base to find a match. A
match is most likely to be found in someone sharing the same
ethnic ancestry because the genetic markers found on white
blood cells occur with varying frequency in different ethnic
groups. As someone of Northern European background, my
team had a far greater chance of finding a match for me. In fact,
my transplant doctor was able to locate three potential donors
and then select the individual who was the best match. The global
donor database requires a diversity of donors, in order to find
matches for people of different ethnic backgrounds.
If one is selected as a donor, the individual has to undergo a
series of tests to ensure they are in good health. A time
commitment is required in order to obtain the donor cells and
this is very precisely coordinated with the actual transplantation.
My chemotherapy was scheduled to start prior to the exact date
of transplantation. The intravenous anti-rejection drug was then
given for two days prior to transplant; my donor cells arrived in
the early hours of June 28, 2019, and were transfused immediately
upon arrival.
I am beyond grateful to the person who gave of his time to
be my donor. I have not been able to learn his identity yet, but I
was permitted to write him a letter with no identifiers of myself.
The letter was delivered through my medical team. I encourage
anyone who meets the eligibility requirements for stem cell
donation to contact Canadian Blood Services and be entered into
the global registry. If you are too old to donate, please encourage
your younger friends and family members to do so. You could be
providing someone with an exceptional gift.
Susan Janke

money has come in as expected; and, although the stock market
has been performing poorly of late, the Diocese's money
managers have managed to sidestep major damage so our
investments can still support our construction costs.
Financially, I believe that we are coping well and I don't
anticipate bad news at year end. Holy Saviour is truly fortunate to
have such strong support from our parishioners. Please keep up
the good work.
- David Embury

HOW TO SUPPORT OUR CHURCH
Donation envelopes can be mailed to the church
33 Allen St East, Waterloo, ON N2J 1J1,
dropped off in the mail slot of the courtyard doors,
via e-transfer to infoholysaviour@gmail.com
or online via CanadaHelps.org
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/church-of-the-holysaviour/
But the best way is with PAC (Pre-Authorized Cheques). To set
this up, please email Jeanette (infoholysaviour@gmail.com) along
with a photo of a cheque marked VOID and the monthly amount
you wish to donate.
Together we donated 221
lbs. of food to the Food
Bank last week, that
equals 173 meals!

SAYING GOODBYE TO SHEILA TALBOT

TREASURER’S REPORT
As of August 31, our envelope offerings for the year are
approximately $129K, which is slightly better than last year's and
is tracking reasonably well to our budgeted level of $132K. Our
givings through monthly PAC are on a par with last year and we
thank all who support our operations in this very effective way.
Our online givings are also holding steady and we continue to
recommend e-transfers for any one-time donations or special
gifts.
Our year-to-date expense levels are tracking below budget, largely
because our use of the facilities has not yet returned to prepandemic levels. In addition, our new HVAC equipment has
proven effective and efficient. On the REBUILD front, pledge
HolySaviour.ca

Sheila (on the right, front row) is moving to Hudson, Quebec, to be
close to her family.
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