WHAT’S NEW
The Quarterly Newsletter of Waterloo’s Anglican Church of The Holy Saviour ~ Advent Edition December 2021

In this issue:
Meet Chris Schmidt, p. 4
Evensong, Matins, The Bishop, Oh My! p. 3
Oatmeal and Gift Cards, p. 6
Remembering Joan Venn, p. 6

that our society was broken, and that in their lifetime
they have seen the gap between the rich and the poor
reach obscene levels. They said that our economy is
controlled by corporations who put profit before
people. They acknowledged that they have no idea
how to fix it, but that the first step was to come
together, raise awareness and start the discussion. And
then, one of them said something that I’ve never
forgotten. He said, “We love you. That’s why we’re
here.”

Rector: The Reverend Victor Kischak
victorkischak@gmail.com
Editor: Chuck Erion
erion.chuck@gmail.com
Church of the Holy Saviour
33 Allen St. E. Waterloo Ontario N2J 1J1
519-743-8772
FROM THE RECTOR
Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love
divine! Over the past month, I have been following
the developments of the Glasgow climate summit as
leaders from around the world tried to hammer out
global deals to combat climate change. But what has
impressed me more were the thousands and
thousands of people from around the world,
particularly young people, who came together to
demand their political leaders take tangible steps to
cut emissions. Demonstrations also extended beyond
Glasgow in observance of a Global Day of Action for
climate justice with hundreds of events taking place.
This incredible groundswell of social activism reminds
me of the Occupy Movement from ten years ago.
Now the Occupy Movement was belittled by the
media as unfocused, directionless and disorganized,
but that is not what I found when I visited with the
Occupy Toronto group at St. James Park. I spoke with
protesters, many in their 20s and 30s, but there were
some in their 60s and 70s, eager to share with me the
reasons why this movement was necessary. They said
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And right at that moment, standing in the shadow of
the cathedral, I realized that this occupy movement
was a lot older than any of us realized. I think Jesus
began the Occupy Movement 2,000 years ago by
willingly coming to us as a helpless little child, born to
a young Jewish girl in the town of Bethlehem. He
came to bring healing, restoration and renewal to a
broken world; a world torn apart by violence and
greed and oppression. And when we search through
our scriptures to find out why he came here, the
answer is clear. Jesus came because he loves us (John
3:16, 1 John 4:9-10).
And so, during this Advent and Christmas season, as
we all acknowledge and wrestle with climate change
and economic disparity, your parish continues to be a
sanctuary in which we celebrate this ancient love that
came to occupy us.
We continue to worship together Wednesdays at 10am
and Sundays at 8am and 10am. Our Sunday morning
10am service is also live streamed for you to follow on
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Facebook or Youtube, or you can watch it later at
anytime that is convenient for you.
On Sunday December 19th we will be celebrating our
annual Nine Lessons and Carols service at 10am
which will feature our amazing choir. Then on Friday,
December 24th, our Christmas Eve liturgies begin at
4pm with a family Eucharist, followed by our more
traditional Book of Common Prayer service at 7pm
and 10:30 pm. The 7pm service will be live streamed
for those who are unable to attend in person. On
Christmas Day, we will also be offering a Eucharist at
9 am.
It is my prayer that you will experience all of God’s
peace, presence and joy that your church can provide
during the Advent and Christmas season, and that you
will be moved and inspired by our worship. I look
forward to seeing you and I wish you and your family
a blessed and merry Christmas.
Yours in Christ,

The Rev’d. Victor Kischak
Pastor, Priest & Rector
FROM THE WARDENS
SHOULD WE SING THE HURON CAROL?

This is going to be a different read from most
wardens’ reports. Elsewhere in this newsletter you can
read our Treasurer’s report.

other, and NOT sing? That taking Eucharist meant
the bread only? And yet, all this has occurred, and we
have survived these changes and gotten used to them.
I never thought I would be satisfied having bread only
at Eucharist and no wine, that I would feel
incomplete. Now, I realize that Jesus IS there. In the
bread alone. And virtually, I have taken my own bread
and lifted my own cup when I see Rev. Victor doing
the same on-screen.
So, our church ways have been cracked open. And
when this pandemic is behind us, when we can literally
share the peace, shake hands, HUG, are we going to
put the pieces back the same way, do things the way
we have always done it? Or make changes? Some
changes are already made with virtual worship
continuing, (and with Matins only on the fifth Sunday
of the month.)
But we need to make more changes. The Anglican
Church was foundational to the British Empire and
the period of colonization. The awareness that Black
Lives Matter, as well as the shock of finding unmarked
graves of Indigenous children who died while in
residential schools, tells us that we need to move
forward in truly understanding the pain our Church
has caused others.
Here is but one example, the very next day, my good
friend Diane, a Métis woman, wrote to me when we
talked about what I thought was the quintessential
Canadian Christmas song, The Huron Carol. I
reproduce it in part with her permission:
“[…]in the first decade of the 1600’s, the French
monarchy had sent the Jesuits, “the soldiers of Christ”,
on the colonial mission to convert the savages to
Christianity. One of those soldiers was Jean de Brébeuf
who arrived in “New France” in 1625 and was sent to
Georgian Bay, the land of the Wendat, in 1626.

I spent two days attending a diocesan Zoom webinar
with Stephanie Spellers, the author of The Church
Cracked Open. (There were 136 participants from
six provinces and the Yukon Territory.) She spoke
about how the church has changed with the
pandemic. Who ever thought, back in January 2020,
we would celebrate two Easters and one Christmas
online and not in person? Or that when we could
finally have in-person worship we would have to preregister, stay masked, keep our distance from each
www.holysaviour.ca

Who were the “Huron”? Huron is a derogatory word
coined by the French to “name” the Wendat
(sometimes Wyandot) to reference the hair style
preferred by Wendat warriors. The Wendat were part
of the Iroquois Nation. Huron is NOT their name for
themselves.
By the time Brébeuf set Wendat words to an old
French tune (Une Jeune Pucelle) in 1642, he had lived
among the Wendat for decades. He spoke the
language, he knew the culture, he shared the distress
of his missionary brothers at the elevated status of
women and the respect accorded what we now call
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two-spirit peoples who were often spiritual leaders. It
was his mission to convert the “savage” to Christianity
– to erase and replace traditional customs and beliefs.
At least the words penned by Brébeuf were Wendat,
and he used Wendat imagery, even if those words and
images equated Wendat traditional spiritual beliefs to
the devil who must be denied.
The same cannot be said for the 1926 “translation” by
Jesse Middleton, the version most of us know.
Middleton rewrote the song inserting stereotypical
indigenous images (“a lodge of broken bark”, “a
ragged robe of rabbit skin”). Middleton
indiscriminately and ignorantly mixed Algonquin
(Gitchi Manitou) in a song originally written in
Wendat. Not all indigenous people are the same – no
more than are all Europeans the same, nor do all
indigenous peoples speak one language. Algonquin
and Iroquois are two distinct nations each with their
own language, cultures, customs and beliefs. That
Middleton thought all indigenous peoples are
interchangeable speaks volumes about the
importance of the actual indigenous voice.
My grandmother lived her life in the Georgian Bay
area and proudly asserted her pride in her Wendat
origins.
The Wendat, like other nations, lost their language,
their culture, their customs and their beliefs. What
they had left was a carol, set to an old French tune in
their tongue but which disrespected their spirituality.
This makes the choice by some indigenous artists to
sing it, a complicated choice at best. Singing in our
own indigenous languages with words closer to the
original “represents.” The question is what does it
really represent?
The church played, and continues to play, a leading
role in colonization and the oppression of indigenous
people. There is a direct road from the Huron Carol to
residential schools, the 60’s Scoop and the continuing
family services grabs of today. I strongly believe that
not singing the Huron Carol recognizes and
acknowledges the incredible on-going trauma that
colonialist beliefs and systems continue to inflict; not
singing the Huron Carol is a small step that can be
taken by non-indigenous people on the path of
reconciliation.”
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Now, these words may upset and offend some people
but they are the words of a person who has felt
marginalized by the Church. The Anglican Church
was the first to fully and sincerely apologize for their
part in the residential schools, and the first to pay in
full the reparations. Our Church has not stopped
there, though. They developed a Mapping Exercise
about the history of this country as well as an excellent
film, Doctrine of Discovery: Stolen Lands, Strong
Hearts (search for it on YouTube). Some of us at
Holy Saviour have taken part in both. However, we
have to do more.
As we come out of this pandemic, we need to
prayerfully examine how we can all follow Jesus in his
discipleship of justice and compassion.
Tricia Siemens, Rector’s Warden
Richard Blumenauer, People’s Warden
Brent Hatcher, Deputy Rector’s Warden
Krista Parsons, Deputy People’s Warden

CHORAL MUSINGS
EVENSONG, MATINS, THE BISHOP, OH MY!

There has certainly been a lot happening around Holy
Saviour in the last few months. In case you have
missed anything over the last number of Sundays, we
have had Choral Matins, a Remembrance Day service
with a trumpeter, a visit from the Bishop, a return to
congregational singing, and our first Evensong in 20
months!
I am going to focus on
congregational singing and
Evensong for the moment. It is
hard to even describe the joy
that I personally feel leading a
hymn with the congregation
singing after such a long break
from it. I am very thankful that we were able to have a
few singers all through the pandemic but the coming
together of our congregation once more to sing
praises has been almost overwhelming at times.
Singing together has always been taken for granted,
until it was taken away. We are a singing people, and
even if you don’t think much of your own voice, when
we sing together it is one of the holiest things that we
can do. I have said this quote numerous times but it is
always true: Those who sing, pray twice.
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On November 21st, we had our first Evensong in 20
months. The service and music were such a welcome
return to a deeply meaningful and special form of
worship. I have recently read the book Lighten Our
Darkness: Discovering and celebrating Choral
Evensong by Simon Reynolds on the
recommendations of a number of people. It is a
relatively short book that celebrates the past, present
and future of Evensong. Reynolds’ comparison of
Evensong to pilgrimage and the continuing of the
monastic patterns of daily prayer join us together with
thousands that we have never met in the act of
worship. That is a wonderful thought in a time where
everything is fragmented and divided on even the
smallest of things.
As I reflect on our own service of Evensong, I was
truly thankful for all the parts of the service. We had
glorious descants soaring over joyful congregational
singing and full organ, wonderful service music and
musicians, a sense of belonging and congregation, and
a brief (though still masked) escape from the madness
and despair that sometimes threatens to overtake us
from all directions. We will not have an Evensong in
December but we will have a service of Nine
Lessons and Carols on December 19th, which is
the fourth Sunday in Advent. We will start up monthly
Evensong again in January on the third Sunday of the
month (Jan 16th – mark your calendars!). The next
Evensong will be in memory of Joan Venn, who
passed away recently and was a longtime member of
the choir.
Blessings to all of you as you move into this Advent
and Christmas season, and continue to deal with the
changing Covid landscape. Remember the people that
you love, and let them know it. Enjoy the things that
you take for granted because you never know when
they might be taken away. Savor all the music of the
Christmas season and sing as though you haven’t been
able to for the past 20 months.
-Jeff Enns,
Music Director & Organist

THE PROPOSED REDESIGN
Our architect and their team have submitted to the
City of Waterloo for site plan approval. We are
www.holysaviour.ca

awaiting further comments from city staff regarding
the amount of parking provided. In the meantime
detailed design continues in order to meet our target
for Vestry 2022.
- Bill Green,
Redesign Committee Chair

MEET CHRIS SCHMIDT
When I first asked Chris if I could interview her last
September, she was willing but unable to. She was
confined to bed with her Multiple Sclerosis, barely

able to speak. We agreed to postpone, and she and her
husband Gary welcomed me into their home last
week. Gary pointed out the accessibility features they
requested when their house was built on Waterloo’s
west side: light switches are lower on the wall, all
doorways are wide enough for a wheelchair, main
floor washroom and bedroom, etc. Although Chris
uses a scooter to get around outside, she does not
need a wheelchair at home. Gary was proud to show
off her award from 2018, a blue ribbon for dressage in
a national competition for therapeutic horseback
riding. Chris revels in her sessions at Pride Stables’
Developmental Riding program, the highlight of her
week.
Chris does not let her MS diminish her involvement at
Holy Saviour. She has been in the Altar Guild since
1988, and became chair in 2012. She also, pre-Covid,
organized volunteers to deliver the altar flowers each
week to shut-ins, and organized sock drives each
winter for the homeless.
Gary and Chris joined Holy Saviour in 1979. They had
moved back from Calgary and church-shopped
around KW, but felt most at home at Holy Saviour.
Gary, whose career with Canada Trust included
several moves around Canada, served on parish
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council. He retired in 1993 only to relaunch with
Belmont Village Financial Group until 2003. He’s also
the cook in their family. They have two daughters, and
three grandchildren whom Chris helped birth as a
doula.
Christine was born in 1947, the youngest of three
children. When she was four the family moved from
Petrolia to Sarnia. Chris grew up loving figure skating
and ice dancing. Her father was an accountant for a
synthetic rubber company whose career included a
three-year stint in Fribourg, Switzerland. When her
dad was transferred back to Sarnia, Chris had been at
a boarding school in Switzerland which finished at
Grade 12 and then went to a French speaking Swiss
university for a year. Back in Canada Chris entered
training to become a Registered Medical Laboratory
Technologist. The two-year course was intense,
running 50 weeks a year. At the same time, she was
completing Grade 13 courses, managing to graduate
from high school and college at the same time.
The couple met on a blind date in St. Thomas in 1966.
When Chris was a lab student based at St. ThomasElgin General Hospital and living in the nurses’
residence, Gary’s roommate borrowed Gary’s flashy
red convertible to show off. He picked up Chris and
her roommate then drove across the street to their
apartment building. Despite the nine-year difference
in their ages, it was love at first sight, and they were
married in 1967. Canada Trust moved them to
Vancouver where daughter Katie was born in 1971.
They returned to London where Erica was born in
1975. Then it was off to Calgary until they moved to
KW in 1979.
Chris stayed home
when the girls were
young girls were young
and then worked in a
private lab for three
years. She moved on to
the Haematology lab at
Grand River Hospital
until 2004. The onset of
her MS happened in
1996 – she woke up one morning with blindness in
one eye! A local ophthalmologist first diagnosed the
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disease and she began treatments at an MS clinic in
London. She still deals with constant pain and fatigue.
Raising money for MS research is a family affair. Chris
and Gary, their daughters and three grandchildren
have participated in the annual MS Walks, with Chris
on her scooter, for many years, typically raising $5000
each year.
Besides the Altar Guild and being a Lay Reader, Chris
is a member of the intercessory prayer group that
includes Jean Jackson, Diana Cherry, Jennifer Francis,
Pat Fryer, Dianne Van Oenen and Carol Motuz. They
continue to meet via email during the pandemic,
offering prayers for anyone who requests help, and for
the prayer list of shut-ins, newly baptized, grieving
families, and so on. A quiet but important ministry.
The group welcomes anyone who would like to pray
with them and prayer requests.
When I arrived for our chat, Chris was playing the
YouTube recorded service from Sunday over the
phone to Angie Liddicoat. Angie lives in Forest
Heights LTC. Despite losing her husband, Ross, to
Covid in 2019, and coping with multiple conditions
including cerebral palsy and blindness, Angie still has a
great sense of humour and looks forward to visits
from Chris and Diane Medcalf.
Chris Schmidt is an amazing person whose strong
faith and commitment to Holy Saviour continues. She
defies the limitations of MS with the same fervor that
she brings to the Altar Guild and her other acts of
ministering to our congregation.
TREASURER’S UPDATE
As of October 31, our envelope offerings for the year
are approximately $155K, which is essentially the
same as last year's and is tracking reasonably well to
our budgeted level of $160K. Our givings through
monthly PAC continue to be up from last year and
thanks to all who support our operations in this very
effective way. The Diocese continues to submit claims
on our behalf to the CRA for the ongoing Canada
Emergency Wage Subsidy.
Our online givings are holding steady and we remind
everyone that although our website solicits one-time
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donations and offers both Canada Helps and etransfers as a mechanism, if you are a regular
contributor and are making a special gift, please use an
e-transfer so that Holy Saviour doesn't have to pay a
third-party fee.
Our year-to-date expense levels continue to be down
because we did not worship in person until just
recently. However, now that services are back,
expenses are increasing proportionately. In general,
our expenses continue to track well below budget.
Financially, I believe that we are coping well and I
don't anticipate bad news at year end. Holy Saviour is
truly fortunate to have such strong support from our
parishioners. Please continue as best you can and help
us through this.
-

Dave Embury, Treasurer

HOW TO DONATE
Donation envelopes can be mailed to the church
33 Allen St East, Waterloo, ON N2J 1J1,
> dropped off in the mail slot of the courtyard doors,
> online via CanadaHelps.org*, or
> e-transfer to infoholysaviour@gmail.com.
But the best way is with PAC (Pre-Authorized
Cheques). To set this up, please email Jeanette
(infoholysaviour@gmail.com) along with a photo of a
cheque marked VOID and the monthly amount you
wish to donate.
* https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/churchof-the-holy-saviour/

OUTREACH
OATMEAL FOR ADVENT

Food4Kids is an organization that provides weekend
meals for over 900 children in our region. Without
these packages they would go hungry. One of the
most requested items is instant oatmeal, which even
youngsters can cook for themselves.
Holy Saviour Outreach is challenging our
congregation to donate 2000 servings. Boxes of 10
servings can be found in grocery stores for $2.79 and
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up. Costco sells 60 servings for under $15. It is easy to
pick up a few boxes while shopping.
Please drop your instant oatmeal boxes at the front of
the church. After the last Sunday in Advent we will
deliver them to Food4Kids.
HELPING REFUGEES

You may have read about the plight of Afghan
refugees living in hotel rooms in Waterloo. Many of
them escaped their country with just the clothing they
had on. They helped our soldiers a decade ago and
now they need our help. Speaking with Reception
House, the government agency that helps to settle
refugees, they recommend Walmart gift cards to
supplement the allowance those families get to
purchase food and necessities. There is a box at the
narthex labeled “GIFT CARDS FOR REFUGEES”
and we will make sure to deliver this to Reception
House. They also need winter jackets and boots, all
sizes. Those can be placed in the church hall, in the
corner by the coat rack. What a lovely way to prepare
to welcome Christ into the world by clothing
displaced families in our community.
Tricia Siemens, Jennifer Ross
-

Outreach Committee

WE PRAY FOR:
RECENTLY BAPTIZED
Roydon Robert Craig Bedford
TO BE ORDAINED Nov 30th
Brendon Bedford
RECENTLY DECEASED
Joan Venn
Jean Lillian Roper (Victor’s grandmother)
OUR SHUT INS
Pat Fryer, Dorothy Gilbert, Shirley
McHugh, Bernice Hodgson, Arleighn
Cook, Pat Barry, Ken Burn, Sheila
Macdonald, Veva Reilly, Angie Liddicoat

DINNER & A MOVIE
Returns on Saturday, January 8th. Watch our weekly enewsletter, Keeping in Touch, for details.
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Christmas Services
Advent IV Dec
19

10 am

Nine Lessons
& Carols

Christmas Eve
Dec 24

4 pm

Family Service

7 pm

BCP – livestreamed

10:30 pm

BCP

Christmas Day
Dec 25

9 am

Eucharist

Sunday Dec 26

8 and 10 am

Eucharist

them. She enjoyed the work so much that even after
retirement she would go to the University every
weekday for many of a year. It was a fall in the
university parking lot that unfortunately ended her
trips and began to diminish her zest for life.
Joan touched many lives in different ways and we are
all thankful for knowing her.”
You are requested to pre-register for all services, via
email to infoholysaviour@gmail.com or by phone 519743-8772.

JOAN VENN
The funeral for Joan Venn, longtime librarian of our
Senior Choir, was held on November 27th. After
Victor’s eulogy, David, son of Professor John Morton,
whom Joan worked for, shared some of her story.
Here’s what he shared. The first part was from Mike
Venn, Joan’s brother in England. She was born in
Liverpool.
“She loved sports and singing, playing field hockey for
the Liscard Ladies and tennis in the summer… She
was a regular church goer at St.Hilary’s, Wallesley,
singing in the choir. She worked at the Zoology
Department of the University of Liverpool. Her boss
persuaded her to go to Canada in he early 60s where
he was emigrating…
She arrived in Canada in 1966
and started working in the
UofW Zoology Department. In
1968, David’s parents, Doreen
& John Morton, came to
Canada and started working at
UofW in the Botany
Department… Joan decided to
switch to botany and became
John’s technician. That was the start of a life-long
friendship with the Morton clan, spending birthdays
and Christmases with them.
Joan enjoyed many trips to Manitoulin Island and
collaborated with John Morton on a book on the flora
of the island. She traveled to all parts of the world
with the Mortons, picking plants and cataloguing
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