
September 10, 2020

Church of the Holy Saviour Amber Stage 
Dear Friends in Christ,


As we return to offering in-church worship this week, many aspects of our liturgy will look and 
feel very familiar, while at the same time there will be some profound differences.   I know for 
many of us, including me, our deepest desire is for things to go back to the way they were pre-
Covid.  Unfortunately, we’re not at that point yet, and following the direction of the diocese and 
public health we have had to implement several new safety precautions.  


One of the most significant changes is that we are asking people to email the church 
(infoholysaviour@gmail.com) or call the office (519-743-8772) to make a reservation ahead of 
time.   This reservation allows us to fulfill our contact tracing obligation and to make sure we 
don’t exceed our seating capacity for each service.  When you make a reservation, please 
indicate which service you will be attending and how many people from your household will be 
coming with you.  Currently we are offering three BCP Eucharist services each week:  Sunday 
8am, Sunday 10am, and Wednesday 10am.  


When you arrive at the church, please enter through the Allen Street entrance.  However, if you 
or any member of your household has mobility challenges, you are also welcome to use the 
back ramp off the parking lot.  This will reduce congestion along the narrow hallways into the 
parish hall and nave and allow our sides-people to seat you more efficiently.


Upon entering the church, face coverings are required for all persons over two years of age 
who are capable of removing their own face covering and who do not have a health condition 
that would be affected by wearing a face covering.  If you forget to bring your face covering, 
we will have a small supply of cloth masks on hand for you to use and keep after the service.


Please sanitize your hands upon arrival.  There are three hand sanitizing stations in the church: 
one immediately inside the Allen Street entrance, one at the chancel steps entrance, and one 
near the back entrance as you enter the parish hall.  


As you enter the nave, a sides-person will direct you to your seating location.  These seating 
locations have been measured to ensure that they are 2 metres (six feet) apart.   Seating 
locations will be designated by a post-it note on top of the pew.  At each location, you will find 

a copy of the bulletin with the entire 
liturgy, readings, and choir anthems 
for each service (please note that 
only the Sunday morning 10am 
service will have choir anthems).  
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You are invited to bring your own personal BCP prayer book with you for the service and take it 
home with you afterwards.  If you do not yet have your own copy of the BCP, a sides-person 
can direct you to a shelf at the back of the church where you are welcome to borrow a BCP to 
use and take home with you for the duration of our Amber Stage restrictions.  


During the offertory, no offering plates will be passed.  Instead, if you would like to make an 
offering, please deposit your offering as you arrive on the offering plates located at the back of 
the church near the Allen Street entrance, or near the font by the chancel steps.  If you would 
like to make arrangements for pre-authorized giving, please contact the office and it will be set 
up for you.


Music has always played a vital part of our worship at Holy Saviour.  However, due to the way 
that Covid is spread, the diocese has suspended all congregational singing in the nave at this 
time.  Under diocesan guidelines though, we can have up to three people adequately spaced 
singing in the chancel; and so three members of the choir, sitting twelve feet apart in the 
chancel will provide anthems and service music during the Sunday morning 10am service.   


As directed by the diocese, we will be practicing communion under one kind.  Our faith 
teaches us that Christ is sacramentally and equally present in either the bread or the wine, and 
therefore if a person receives under one kind, Christ is fully present and the person receives the 
fullness of communion.  This is often referred to as the doctrine of concomitance.  At Holy 
Saviour during the Amber stage, only the presiding celebrant will receive the wine.  Members of 
the congregation will receive the bread.


At the conclusion of the eucharistic prayer, please remain either sitting or kneeling in your 
designated pew.  The presiding celebrant will bring the ciborium containing the blessed wafers 
to you.  For those who are receiving communion, please cup your hands as the celebrant 
arrives.  The celebrant will then drop the wafer into your cupped hands before moving to the 
next person.  After the celebrant has dropped the wafer into your hands, please remove your 
mask, consume the wafer, and then place your mask back on again.  For those who wish to 
receive a blessing, the celebrant will provide a blessing without touch.  I would like to note that 
the celebrant will wash their hands with soap and water, and then sanitize upon arrival at the 
church, just prior to the worship service starting, during the offertory, and will re-sanitize after 
placing their face covering on just before the distribution of communion.  


After the service has concluded, please exit the church when you’re ready through the office 
hallway and out the back entrance into the parking lot.  The celebrant will be in the parish hall 
to greet you as you exit, or have a socially-distanced conversation with you.  


If you need to use the washroom at any time, please consider using the washrooms next to the 
parish hall.  This will allow us to focus our cleaning and disinfecting efforts after every service.


Now I know that these changes will be difficult for all of us, but more than ever, it’s important 
that we try to be as understanding, considerate, and patient with each other as possible.  The 
past six months have been challenging.  We are all grieving the loss of our way of worship.  We 
are all frustrated with Covid restrictions, and nobody seems to know how long this is going to 
last.  


But as Paul writes to the Ephesians, “with God working in us, we can do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20).  And so we believe that God is the source of our hope, 
peace, joy, and love, which means that there will always be an infinite supply for us to draw 
upon when we no longer have what it takes.  
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So we will continue to live stream our Sunday morning 10am services to both Facebook and 
YouTube.  We will continue to be the church and proclaim our belief in the resurrection.   We 
will recognize the gift that every single day brings to us.  And we will live our lives together with 
the fullness of God’s grace and peace, knowing that in the end, we will prevail.


Yours in Christ,


The Rev. Victor Kischak

Pastor, Priest & Rector



